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World Café Engages
        COMMUNITY LEADERS

For students involved in the Minority Achievement Commit-
tee, failure is not an option. The MAC Scholars “Failure is 
NOT an Option” 2011 Student Achievement Conference is 

a day-long conference, designed and planned by the MAC Scholars 
students.
“This is the second year of  the conference,” said MAC Scholars 

Coordinator Symone Thomas. “This is student organized and 
student planned. They choose the sessions because they know what 
their issues are.” 
Held March 19 at Hickman High School, the program consists 

of  six different sessions, dealing with topics like Life After MAC, 
To Know Where You’re Going, You Gotta Know Where You’ve 
Been and Engaging the Community: Why is diversity important in 
schools and the workplace? That final topic and one other, Simpli-
fying the College Process, are designed for parents and community 
members. A committee of  10 students makes up the planning 
committee.
Close to 400 people attended last year’s inaugural conference. 

Thomas and the students are looking to increase the number of  
attendees this year.
“The biggest part now is getting the word out and getting people 

registered, doing the little things. The kids have already laid a lot 
of  the groundwork. The biggest thing is that the kids are planning 
it and doing an awesome job,” said Thomas. “As far as I know we 
are the only school district in the state who has a student-led and 
student-planned conference on student achievement.”

MAC 2011
Student Achievement Conference

World Café, which took place in November, was a Colum-
bia Public School District community input project that 
brought together as many viewpoints as possible to discuss 

differences among district students.
World Café sought to gather input on the “Achievement Gap.” 

The “achievement gap” in education refers to the disparity in aca-
demic performance between groups of  students. It is most often 
used to describe the troubling performance gaps between many 
African-American and Hispanic students, at the lower end of  the 
performance scale, and their non-Hispanic and non-African Amer-
ican peers, and the similar academic disparity that occurs among 
students from low-income families. The achievement gap shows up 
in grades, standardized-test scores, course selection, dropout rates, 
and college-completion rates. It has become a focal point of  educa-
tion reform efforts nationally and in Columbia Public Schools. 
“There is a gap there and we are here to get a dialogue going be-

tween the community and the district in regards to why they think 
that exists,” said Superintendent Chris Belcher at the event. 
World Café was attended by more than 300 people. The crowd 

was a mix of  community members, Columbia Public Schools, 
teachers and staff. The community members represented 110 agen-
cies  and organizations from Columbia.
“This is a great thing, the opportunity for different members of  

the community who might not otherwise have a chance to talk, to 
get together and give their opinions on a topic that affects every-
one in this community,” said one event attendee.
Patrika Brown, a former CPS student, spoke to the World Café 

participants before the event. She spoke about what she had to 
overcome in order to have a successful academic career in the 
Columbia Public Schools, success she is continuing at Stephens 
College as a freshman. 
“I grew up in a single-parent home. Mom worked a lot and I had 

to take care of  myself, teach myself  how to grow up. I would like 
people to know there are children who have it as bad or worse than 
I did and we need to work to decrease the achievement gap,” said 
Brown.
November’s World Café spurred the development of  commit-

tees to further discuss the issues and the district will work with the 
agencies represented to reach even more community members.
“This is one of  the first steps in tackling this problem,” Belcher 

said. “We won’t get a definitive solution tonight, but we will get the 
dialogue started and gather ideas from as many areas as we can.”

FAILURE IS NOT AN OPTION
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BOND UPDATE

The $120 million bond issue passed by 
Columbia voters last spring continues to be 

the source for numerous district projects, the 
highest profile being the new high school and 
gymnasiums at Hickman and Rock Bridge high 
schools.
At the site of  Muriel Williams Battle High 

School, the orchestra pit and stage area’s 
precast walls were being poured in January and 
February. Geothermal wells, which will number 
about 160, were also a focus of  2011’s work so 
far, according to Dr. Nick Boren, the Columbia 
Public Schools’ deputy superintendent.
As for the new high school gyms, the district 

is working with Peckham & Wright Architects 
on construction documents with bids to be 
finalized in August or September. 



As required by the Asbestos Hazard 
Emergency Response Act (AHERA), 
Columbia Public Schools is committed 
to remaining a safe and healthy environ-
ment for all children, employees and 
patrons. In accordance with AHERA, 
Columbia Public Schools inspects each 
school building for asbestos-containing 
materials. Management plans have 
been developed outlining how asbestos- 
containing materials will be handled in 
each school building. The district moni-
tors, inspects and repairs any asbestos 
containing materials. Copies of the 
district’s management plan and inspec-
tion reports are available upon request 
for review at each school office, as well 
as the Office of Facilities and Construc-
tion Services located at 5909 Paris 
Road. If you would like more informa-
tion regarding the AHERA program, you 
may contact Facilities and Construction 
Services at 214-3760.

June 6-17
Secondary Choral and Instrumental 
Music - choir, orchestra and band 
courses for secondary students enter-
ing grades 7 - 12. 

June 6-July 1
Columbia Summer SUNsations offers 
free summer school sessions for stu-
dents. Programs are available for stu-
dents entering kindergarten through 
eighth grade. 

The English Language Learners sum-
mer program provides opportuni-
ties for students to continue English 
language instruction and participate in 
other classes that support their educa-
tion. 

GIFTED EDUCATION (EEE) FOR 
GRADES 4-5 AND 6-8
June 6-July 8    No school July 4
Special Education Extended School 
Year (ESY).

EARLY CHILDHOOD SPECIAL 
EDUCATION
June 6-July 28    No school July 4
A+ tutoring opportunities may be 
arranged for secondary students en-
rolled in the A+ program.

June 13-July 29     No school July 4
The Columbia Area Career Center 
Summer Camp for Youth is a tuition-
based program for youth ages 10 to 14.

June 9-July 7     No school July 4 
The Secondary Summer School High 
School Credit program is available 
for Columbia Public Schools students 
entering ninth through 12th grades. 
This program offers opportunities 
for credit advancement and credit 
completion. 

June 13-30
The Columbia Summer Enrichment 
Preschool is a tuition-based program 
available for students between the ages 

State law requires six snow days to be built 
into the school year calendar. Additionally, 
snow days beyond six days are given a 50 
percent forgiveness up to a total of 10 days. 
Snow days accrued beyond 10 days are 
forgiven. Columbia Public Schools has used 
nine days for weather-related closures as of 
Friday, February 18. The district will need to 
make up one of those nine days, changing 
the last day of the school year from Wednes-
day, June 1 to Friday, June 3. Because the 
law provides for 50 percent forgiveness of 
snow days up to a total of 10 days, should 
the district accrue additional snow days 
beyond 10 days, the school year will not be 
extended beyond June 7.   

LAST DAY OF SCHOOL IS JUNE 3 ... PROVIDING 
WE DON’T HAVE ANY MORE SNOW DAYS.

This summer, Columbia Public Schools will continue offering exciting and enriching summer programs for students. 
Programs and dates are:

2011Summer School Programs

of three and five. This is the first of two 
sessions.

July 11-28
The Columbia Summer Enrichment 
program is a tuition-based program for 
students entering kindergarten through 
grade 8. During this three-week session, 
students participate in courses selected 
from a wide variety of offerings. 

The Columbia Summer Enrichment 
Preschool is a tuition-based program 
available for students between the ages of 
three and five. This is the second of two 
sessions.

BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL CARE
Adventure Club is an extended day pro-
gram for school-age students delivered 
by the University of Missouri College 
of Education. It provides a supervised 
before- and/or after-school program. This 
tuition-based program requires a non-
refundable registration fee for enrollment.

ASBESTOS NOTICE Making up ...
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The Junior Achievement program has taken hold in Colum-
bia Public Schools, with results being seen in and out of  the 
classroom in just the program’s second year.
Laura Schultz, second grade teacher at Benton Elementary 

School, sees real results stemming from Junior Achievement 
(JA).
“The kids are more aware of  the community around them 

because of  the program. It helps them see that there are other 
job opportunities besides ‘being famous.’”
Mary Ropp, a business development officer with The Bank of  

Missouri, works with Schultz’s class. She sees Junior Achieve-
ment as a partnership between the business community of  
Columbia and the school district.
“We have adults who do not understand finances. We are 

wanting these kids to have a sound financial understanding and 
to think of  their bigger community.”
Meredith Knopp, Senior Vice President of  Junior Achieve-

ment of  Mississippi Valley, said part of  JA’s goal is to “inspire 
and prepare young people to succeed in a global economy. We 
get to bring in a fresh face and a fresh perspective. We provide 
a curriculum that correlates with state standards, and hope-
fully we can help the kids understand what kind of  careers and 
opportunities are out there and help them become smarter 
consumers.”
Students in Schultz’s class say the Junior Achievement pro-

gram has taught them about their community in a bigger sense, 
provided learning about the different kinds of  jobs it takes 
to make up a community and even something as simple as a 
handshake.
The program was a pilot program last year and has expanded 

in the 2010-11 school year, reaching almost 3,000 Columbia 
Public Schools students. Junior Achievement has been around 
since World War I, reaching close to 10,000,000 students na-
tionally each year with almost 400,000 volunteers.
“Columbia has been such a generous and welcoming commu-

nity,” Knopp said. “We have had overwhelming support from the 
community and every volunteer this year has told me they want 
to be back next year. We plan tremendous growth in Columbia.”
Craig Adams, CPS practical arts coordinator, works with Junior 

Achievement at the secondary level. He sees big things for JA: 
“It is getting support from local business leaders, getting them to 
come into our schools, go through activities and give their spin 
on what it takes to be successful. These are highly trained volun-
teers. It is not something that is taken lightly by the volunteers. 
We are just scratching the surface with it, and we’re excited about 
the opportunities.”
Adams is working on developing a Junior Achievement program 

for the district’s freshman academy and for the summer school 
program as well.
Ropp puts the focus on the classroom teachers. Pointing to 

Schultz, she said, “If  this lady was not so accepting of  me…
teachers have a full boat. We want to not be a burden, and they 
make sure that is easily accomplished.”

A GROWING SUCCESS

Junior Achievement Program

Field School has found a new life, as the 
former elementary school is now the home 
for Columbia Public Schools’ Center for 
Gifted Education and the Early Childhood 
Education Center.

“They recycled the old building, making 
it very valuable and useful,” said Terry 
Gaines, co-director of the gifted program. 
“We love it, it is absolutely gorgeous and 
the students love it.”

Previously located in a leased space on 
Bernadette Drive, the gifted program cur-
rently serves students in grades 3-5 at 
Field. The center will increase the number 
of students to include grades 1-5 in the fall 
of 2012. The full-day program sees about 370 students a week 
who are bused from each of the district’s elementary schools.

Field also houses the early childhood pro-
gram, which has 140 preschoolers enrolled. 
Mary Rook, Title I Early Childhood supervi-
sor, sees the advantage of moving to Field 
due to its central location and the ability to 
consolidate.

“Our offices were at Vandiver and pre-
schools were located throughout the district. 
The bonus is having everything pulled to-
gether. It has been a good move. It sends a 
message to the community that the district 
is supportive and believes in the impact of 
early childhood education.”

Field, which was built in 1916, closed as an 
elementary school in 2009 when students 

were redistricted to attend Alpha Hart Lewis Elementary School. 
After a short renovation period, the school reopened in 2010. 

NEW PURPOSE FOR OLD SCHOOL



(you can use)
CPS NUTRITION SERVICES 
DIRECTOR HONORED
Columbia Public Schools Nutrition Services 
Director Laina Fullum will be honored by the 
Healthy Community Partnership (HCP) for her 
excellent work in promoting healthy and active 
lifestyles in Columbia. The award recognizes 
Fullum’s leadership in setting high nutritional 
standards for meals and snacks served to 
Columbia schoolchildren, her strategic creativity 
and hard work in implementing positive insti-
tutional changes in a time of  tight budgets, and 
her commitment to supporting healthy foods 
projects within the community. 

MAC SCHOLARS CONFERENCE SET 
FOR MARCH 19
Columbia Public Schools’ MAC Scholars pro-
gram is hosting its “Failure is NOT an Option” 
2011 Student Achievement Conference March 
19 at Hickman High School. The conference, 
designed by the Minority Achievement Com-
mittee Scholars, features six different sessions 
which focus on topics like “Life After MAC” 
and “Simplifying the College Process.”

FIVE PRESIDENTIAL SCHOLAR 
CANDIDATES SELECTED
Five students from Rock Bridge and Hickman 
high schools have been selected as candidates 
for the 2011 Presidential Scholar Program. The 
Commission on Presidential Scholars, a group 
of  32 eminent citizens appointed by the Presi-
dent, will make the final selection. Columbia 
Public Schools high school students selected 
as candidates include: Craig J. Chval (Rock 
Bridge), Thomas F. Majerus (Hickman), Eric 
M. Young (Hickman), Qinsi Yu (Rock Bridge) 
and Sarah Zaghouani (Rock Bridge)

JEFF JUNIOR TEACHER SELECTED 
AS “MATH TEACHER OF THE YEAR”
Jefferson Junior High School teacher Lori Kil-
foil has been selected by the Missouri Council 
of  Teachers of  Mathematics as “Math Teacher 
of  the Year.”

JEFF JUNIOR STUDENT HONORED 
BY THE VFW
Russell Crane, social studies teacher at Jef-
ferson Junior High School, was honored at the 
December meeting of  Post 280 of  the Veterans 
of  Foreign Wars. Crane was recognized with a 
certificate, post coin and a monetary award for 
his production of  a Veterans Day video for his 
school.  

SUPPORT PROFESSIONAL EARNS 
RECOGNITION
Mary Colgin, secretary at the Gifted Center, 
is the winner of  the Horace Mann Educational 
Support Professionals award. The award is given 
to MNEA members who exhibit outstanding 

performance at the worksite and serve as a model for 
other education support professionals.
 
HICKMAN STUDENTS EARN PERFECT 
SCORES
Two Hickman High School seniors, Thomas Ma-
jerus and Eric Young, have each earned a perfect 
ACT score of  36 on their ACT exam this fall.  

ROCK BRIDGE DEBATE TEAM EARN 
FIRST PLACE HONORS
Congratulations to the Rock Bridge High School 
novice debate team, Cameron Grahl and Corie 
Wilhite, who placed first in public forum debate at 
the William Chrisman Debate Tournament. The girls 
were undefeated in all seven rounds of  competition.

DISTRICT EARNS AIR QUALITY AWARD
The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has 
awarded Columbia Public Schools with the 2010 
Indoor Air Quality Tools for Schools Great Start 
Award. The award recognizes the district’s voluntary 
commitment to participating in the EPA’s indoor air 
quality program to create healthy learning environ-
ments for students and staff.

DISTRICT EARNS GREEN CLEANING 
RECOGNITION
Columbia Public Schools has been chosen to receive 
the “Best New Program Award” in the school 
district category of  the 2010 Green Cleaning Award 
for Schools & Universities, sponsored by American 
School & University magazine, The Green Cleaning 
Network and Healthy Schools Campaign.  

HICKMAN CHEERLEADERS THIRD AT 
STATE
The Hickman High School Competition Cheer-
leaders placed third in the Missouri Cheerleading 
Coaches Association (MCCA) State Championship in 
the 5A Small division on Saturday, November 20, at 
the Hearnes Center. Squad members include Haley 
Cropp, Sara Sabulsky, Audra Woodard, Valerie 
Bell, Ashley Armstrong, Bre Chick, Laura Davis, 
Megan McKenzie, Marina Steinhauer, Amanda 
Steinmetz, Emily Pieper, Mary Cherrington, Tori 
Holt, Marielle Carlos, Rachael Stoerker and Bree 
Stewart. They are coached by Molly Lyman and 
Spirit Squad Coordinator, Pam Nunnelly.

ROCK BRIDGE JOURNALISM STUDENTS 
WIN 16 AWARDS
The weekend of  November 11-14 the RBHS Journal-
ism Department won 16 individual journalism awards 
and three staff  awards at the National Scholastic 
Press Association/Journalism Education Associa-
tion’s Fall Convention in Kansas City, Missouri. 
The ROCK staff  received its All-American Hall 
of  Fame plaque, which acknowledges more than 
a decade of  achieving National Scholastic Press 
Association’s All-American status. Additionally the 
2010-2011 staff  won a second place Best of  Show 
Award for the Newspaper Special Editions with its 

November Southpaw and a seventh place Best of  
Show Award in the Newspaper 17 or more pages 
division. 

The 16 individual journalism awards went to the 
following: Superior Medal Winners, Brandon 
McGonigle, Computer Design--Photoshop Art, 
Southpaw cover; Jack Schoelz, review writing; 
Sawyer Wade, Computer Design--Art Illustration, 
dreams Excellent; Michelle Haas, yearbook head-
line/copy/caption/writing clubs; Jordan Miller, 
portrait photo; Leslie Neu, broadcast commentary; 
Tessa Vellek, news writing; Kristen Williams, 
yearbook cover/endsheets Honorable Mention; 
Kylianne Fuchs, photography portfolio; Gabby 
Gotangco, yearbook headline writing; Mary Hern-
don, newspaper sports photography; Joanne Lee, 
literary magazine illustration; Jacqueline Nichols, 
newsmagazine design; Rana Poulton, photo story; 
Shivangi Singh, feature writing; and Omar Tara-
nissi, editorial writing

THIRD GRADE STUDENT WINS STATE 
PIANO SOLO COMPETITION
John Yoo, a third grade student at Fairview El-
ementary School, won the Missouri Music Teachers 
Association Pre-Collegiate Piano Solo competition 
held November 7 at Truman State University in 
Kirksville. Yoo’s teacher, Judy Shaw, also accom-
panies the Smithton Middle School choirs.  Watch 
Yoo’s outstanding performance at http://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=k9pfFByAPfE.

EIGHT CPS STUDENTS WIN VETERANS 
DAY ESSAY CONTEST
Eight Columbia Public Schools students are win-
ners of  the annual Veterans Day essay contest 
sponsored by the Harry S. Truman Memorial 
Veterans’ Hospital. Junior high division winners are 
Isabelle Bouchard, Jefferson Junior High School 
(first place); Megan Kelly, Jefferson Junior High 
School (second place); Isabelle Mitchell, Jefferson 
Junior High School (third place) and Melanie 
Tucker, Jefferson Junior High School (honorable 
mention). Senior high division winners include 
Courtney Engle, Rock Bridge High School (first 
place); David Maddox, Rock Bridge High School 
(second place); Katherine Woodruff, Rock Bridge 
High School (third place) and Taylor Yeagle, Rock 
Bridge High School (honorable mention).

CPS NATIONAL MERIT FINALISTS
The following students have been named finalists 
in the National Merit Scholarship program. From 
Hickman High School, Andrew Atkins, William 
Cowell, Grant Hendrix, John Hosmer-Quint, 
William Lee, Thomas Majerus, Ryan Pruitt, 
Cyrus Rautman, Eric Young, and Angela Zou. 
From Rock Bridge High School, Katherine Bud-
demeyer, Craig Chval, Callie Floyd, Sean Harp-
er, Sarah Kang, Azeem Khan, Joseph LaRose, 
Laura Mellitt, Jacob Mingus, Haley Myers, Alan 
Ni, Kyle Prudenz, Warren Szewczyk, Qinsi Yu, 
and Sarah Zaghouani.

NEWS



Educators in Columbia Public Schools have once again been the 
recipients of  Links to Learning grant awards from the Assistance 

League of  Mid-Missouri. Through the awards program, more than 170 
district teachers received over $77,000 from the Assistance League. 
The program awards grants of  up to $650 to Columbia Public Schools 
teachers from preschool through high school.
“We love being able to help out with programs in the district that 

might be extra learning opportunities for the students,” said Katy Adair, 
chairman of  Links to Learning for the Assistance League of  Mid-
Missouri. “We would love to give to all of  the applicants, but the awards 
represent about two-thirds to three-fourths of  the proposals.”
The Assistance League raises the funds they give to teachers in a 

number of  ways. Its main source of  funds is Upscale Resale, a clothing 
store. It also relies on donors and other smaller fundraisers. The organi-
zation is now in its 18th year of  giving to the district’s teachers.
This year the Assistance League gave 172 grants totaling $77,479.75. 

Grants cover a broad range of  topics and amounts - from $90 for chess 
lessons at Lange Middle School to help improve sportsmanship and 
mental flexibility to $650 to Oakland Junior High School to purchase 
high-interest books for below-grade-level readers to help increase read-
ing stamina and comprehension.
Grants span from the youngest learners - purchasing alphabet sound 

puzzles for kindergartners, to the high school level - a Mizzou Alpine 
Tower course, which will allow 10th through 12th graders at Hickman 

High School to learn about goal setting and building their confidence. 
Program opportunities are also funded by the grants, including Oak-

land’s Boys and Girls Empowerment Groups for field trips to a prison 
and a college to help motivate high-risk middle school students. Other 
programs, such as the Leadership Academy for Young Men at Lange 
Middle School, used grants to pay for fees and transportation for at-risk 
seventh graders to attend “Venture Out” and develop leadership and 
team building skills. 
Arnulfo Peat of  Lange Middle School has seen firsthand what the 

grants can do. “It was a wonderful experience,” said Peat about Venture 
Out. “They worked with them on team building and how to trust each 
other while they were climbing the tower. We are extremely thankful for 
the Assistance League for giving us that grant, for making a difference 
in these young men’s lives.”

For the seventh consecutive year, Columbia Public 
Schools has earned the Distinction in Performance 

honor from the Missouri Department of  Elementary 
and Secondary Education (DESE). To earn such an 
honor, a district must meet at least 13 of  14 perfor-
mance standards. The standards are based on items 
such as ACT and MAP test scores, college-oriented 
courses and graduation rates, among others. The 
district has earned that honor every school year since 
2004-05. Only 59 of  the state’s 523 school districts, 
about 11 percent, have been honored for seven or 
more consecutive years.
“For seven years in a row we have hit the majority of  

the markers,” said Columbia Public Schools Superin-
tendent Chris Belcher. “It is one of  our standard mea-
sures, the majority of  which is based on academics. I 
think it shows the excellence of  our school district.”  

7th Distinction in Performance Honor

The Columbia Public Schools’ attendance is cur-
rently at a level, which if  maintained, will earn the 

district an additional $800,000.
Based on the state’s funding formula, if  the district’s 

average daily attendance stays above 94.5 percent, it 
will receive the additional funding. The district, as of  
February, was standing at 95.7 percent.
“It is the one thing we can do to increase revenue in 

the school district, except for efficiencies,” said Co-
lumbia Public Schools Superintendent Chris Belcher. 
“It is the only level we really have to be proactive with 
our revenue.”
Belcher added, “We want sick children to stay home, 

but school attendance is important, and this is another 
reason why it is important.”

Attendance Improves District Funding

“We are extremely thankful for the Assistance 
League for giving us that grant, for making a 
difference in these young men’s lives."
Arnulfo Peat, Lange Middle School

                ENHANCE OPPORTUNITIES

Assistance League Grants

COLUMBIA WILL HOST 
THE MINORITY STUDENT 

ACHIEVEMENT NETWORK 
NATIONAL CONFERENCE IN 2011


