
The Minority Student Achievement Network (MSAN) held its 2011 na-
tional student conference in Columbia this September, showcasing what 
the area has to offer as well as demonstrating the Columbia Public School 

District’s dedication to eliminating achievement gaps.
The MSAN is a national coalition of  25 multiracial, suburban-urban school 

districts that have come together to understand and eliminate the racial achieve-
ment gaps that exist in their districts. Since 1999, MSAN has worked fervently 
to achieve the parallel goals of  eliminating achievement gaps while ensuring all 
students achieve to high levels.

The conference was held Wednesday, Sept. 21, through Saturday, Sept. 24, 
with a breakfast and farewell program the following Sunday morning. The 
theme of  the conference was “Defy the Stats by Defining Yourself.”

Wanda Brown, the district’s Assistant Superintendent for Secondary Educa-
tion, said the conference brought in about 175 students who were from 11 
states and 22 school districts. 

The conference was held at the 
Holiday Inn Executive Center, but 
also took the students around Co-
lumbia. One day featured a tour of  
the University of  Missouri campus 
and another saw an evening of  
games, dancing and spoken word at 
Hickman High School.

The conference also showcased 
some of  what Columbia has to offer outside of  academics. The attendees were 
treated to Shakespeare’s Pizza, spent an evening at Galactic Fun Zone and 
another night having dinner in The District, as various downtown restaurants 
provided gift certificates so the students could get to know a little about their 
host town.

In helping the district to do so, Brown wanted to thank the MSAN Confer-
ence sponsors, State Farm, Boone Hospital Center, Walmart, the University of  
Missouri and the MU School of  Medicine.

The conference featured four keynote speakers. The first was Eric Thomas, 
a renowned speaker, educator, author, activist and minister. Thursday had two 
keynotes: Clyde Ruffin, Chair of  the Department of  Theatre at the University 

of  Missouri-Columbia and Professor of  Acting, Vocal Performance 
and African-American Theatre, and also Consuelo Castillo Kickbusch, 
founder of  Educational Achievement Services, Inc. The final speaker 
was Columbia Public Schools’ own Eryca Neville, Director of  Alter-
native Education. Brown said all of  the speakers did “a fantastic job” 
in talking to the students and getting the conference’s themes across.

Six Columbia Public School District students, a part of  the district’s 
MAC (Minority Achievement Committee) Scholars program, attended 
the conference. As a result of  the conference those students will 
develop and present an action plan to the school board.

“Our community really stood up and supported this,” Brown said 
of  the MSAN Conference. “I was very proud of  how the conference 
went. For some kids it was their second or third time at the confer-
ence and we wanted to make Columbia as much fun as New York City 
[where 2010’s conference was held].”

Our community
really stood up and 
supported this. I 
was very proud of 
how the conference
went.

- Dr. Wanda
  Brown
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n a Wednesday in October, Gentry Middle 
School’s hallways rang out with the sounds 
of laughter and hip-hop beats courtesy of 
the motivational speakers that took part in 
the U Matter Summit. The summit brings 
together students from the district’s three 
middle schools to hear positive messages 

about some of the choices they already make and will con-
tinue to need to make in their lives and is co-sponsored by 
the Youth Community Coalitian (YC2).

“It is a good opportunity for the students to be with their 
peers from other schools to hear about good choices, being a 
leader and being healthy,” said Michelle Baumstark, the Co-
lumbia Public School District’s Community Relations Coordi-
nator. “It gets the kids excited and engaged in conversations.”

Those conversations began on that Wednesday with the 
three speakers, Ty Sells, Keith Williams and Javier Sanchez, 
dividing up to the three middle schools: Gentry, Smithton and 
Lange. While at those schools the speakers spoke to the 
entire student bodies. 

In the afternoon the U Matter Summit took place, with 
around 40 students from Lange and Smithton joining the 
same number from Gentry for smaller sessions with the 
speakers. Using styles featuring spoken word, hip-hop and 
stand-up comedy, the three speakers talked with the students 
about “ what it means to be a leader: Influence through good 
actions and causing positive action, turning positive plans into 
action,” said Ann Baker, outreach counselor at Gentry. “It has 
been good for the kids, they enjoy it. The speakers are funny, 
and they use music and comedy to relate to the students 
about character development and staying drug and alcohol 

free.”
The students 

for the summit 
are chosen by 
teachers at the 
middle schools, 
as they select 
some of the 
leaders in their 
classrooms and 
strive to have 
a good mix of 
students attend 
the summit.

U Matter activities are not limited to the summit or even the 
one day of activities. “U Matter happens across the whole week,” 
Baumstark said. “We have special activities all week in all of 
our Secondary Schools. October is national bullying prevention 
month and we have Red Ribbon Week as well. It is a good time 
to promote good messages.”

U Matter is a program of the Columbia Public School District 
and was started in 2006. The program has a Web site: 
www.umatter.us. The Web site touches on topics such as bully-
ing and cyber bullying, getting healthy, social issues and alcohol 
and tobacco abuse.

It is currently sponsored by Boone Hospital Center, Big O 
Tires, Break Time, Jiffy Lube, KOMU TV-8, MFA Oil, Tiger Turf, 
Shelter Insurance and by the radio stations Clear 99 and Y107.

As for this year’s U Matter activities, “It went really well,” 
Baumstark said. “We have done this the last several years and it 
gets better every year. It is something we certainly will continue.”

u matter Summit ProvideS PoSitive leaderShiP direCtion

be that just a few 
sports got game 
programs. Now 
all sports will get 
schedule posters, 
magnets and 
programs.”

For about 20 
years Kelly Sports 
Properties has 
worked mostly 
with programs 
at the Division 
II and III college 
level. See says they are a commercial printing and communications company that 
specializes in sports printing, marketing and image building. 

“It will have a positive impact for the kids,” See said. “Co-curricular activities 
are extremely important to the development of a person. It makes them more 
well-rounded. We are out here so that they can have more athletics and activities as 
a part of the high school curriculum. That these were possibly going away is a big 
deal.”

The program is about more than fundraising, as opportunities for Columbia 
Public School District students will extend beyond the courts and fields. 

“We are using all areas of the schools,” See said. “Through the Career Center’s 
broadcast journalism classes they will be doing play-by-play and those in the design 
program will design the game programs. It is not just about the money, it is also 
teaching and learning.”

Columbia Public School District students and parents will not have to 
worry about athletic and activity program budget cuts leading to their 
elimination, as the district has joined with Kelly Sports Properties 

in a fundraising partnership, the fruits of which can already be seen in new 
scoreboards at Hickman and Rock Bridge high schools.

“Our students, who put in all the time and energy into these programs, 
deserve to have quality 
programs,” said Chris 
Belcher, Columbia 
Public Schools superin-
tendent, at the kickoff  
presentation.

“The goal was to 
generate revenue for 
activities and athletics 
programs at the high 
schools, middle and junior high schools,” said Colin See, vice president of  
Kelly Sports Properties. “Budgets keep getting slashed and we want to try and 
curb that.”

The goal for the first phase of the project, called the “Make It Happen” 
program, was to obtain 10 title sponsors. They have already reached that goal. 
The funds raised from those title sponsorships will pay for new high school 
scoreboards for the two existing schools, and a third when Battle High School 
is ready in 2013. The title partners are Boone Hospital Center, Columbia 
College, Columbia Orthopedic Group, Fletcher’s Auto Group, Hy-Vee, Land-
mark Bank, MFA Oil, State Farm Insurance and Subway. Shelter Insurance is 
a silver sponsor.

“Next will be an upgrade in promotional products,” See said. “It used to 

SPonSorS Provide neW SCoreboardS 
for CPS high SChoolS

This building will 
be highly energy
efficient. We will 
save a minimum 
of $50,000 in cur-
rent utility costs.

- Dr. Nick   
  Boren



n a Wednesday in October, Gentry Middle 
School’s hallways rang out with the sounds 
of laughter and hip-hop beats courtesy of the 
motivational speakers that took part in the U 
Matter Summit. The summit brings together 
students from the district’s three middle 
schools to hear positive messages about 
some of the choices they already make and 
will continue to need to make in their lives 
and is co-sponsored by the Youth Commu-
nity Coalitian (YC2).

“It is a good opportunity for the students 
to be with their peers from other schools to 
hear about good choices, being a leader and 
being healthy,” said Michelle Baumstark, the 
Columbia Public School District’s Commu-

The Columbia School District continues the long-term task 
of monitoring all asbestos in district buildings. In order to 
comply with the Asbestos Hazard Emergency Response 
Act passed in 1978, the district has spent more than $2 mil-
lion removing asbestos-containing materials. Surveillance 
occurs every six months or less; a complete inspection hap-
pens every three years.

Copies of the asbestos management plans can be reviewed 
at Facilities & Construction services, 5909 Paris Road, 
during regular office hours. Copies of each school's building 
plans are also available for review at each school.

aSbeStoS abatement effortS

You can now view all sorts of Columbia Public Schools' 
cable-access videos, like special events and school board 
meetings, right at your computer. Stream CPS-TV from the 
Columbia Public Schools Web site live and on demand at 
cpstv.columbia.k12.mo.us.

CPS-tv online

What to do When it SnoWS

School will be cancelled only after roads are tested. Should 
cancellation or altered routes be necessary, efforts will be 
made to notify radio and TV stations by 6 a.m. Information 
will also be sent via CPS Alert, Key News, posted on the 
district Web site and on CPS-TV. Parents may make the 
final decision regarding a child’s attendance. If the parent 
views the weather too severe or road conditions too dan-
gerous, absences will be excused. 

Difficulty in contacting parents usually prevents early dis-
missals, but under appropriate circumstances the district 
may dismiss early. On inclement weather days, please 
continue listening to local radio and TV stations for news of 
early dismissal. Altered bus routes for district buses will be 
run at times when inclement weather makes some roads 
too hazardous for safe travel. School bus snow routes are 
available through schools as well as school and school 
district Web sties.

Stay informed

Check the school district Web site: 
www.columbia.k12.mo.us

Subscribe to receive text message alerts from CPS Alert on 
the CPS Web site

Subscribe to receive the district’s electronic newsletter, Key 
News, on the CPS Web site

Tune in to CPS-TV on Mediacom 81, CenturyTel 602 and 
Charter 16 or view the live and on-demand streaming on 
the CPS-TV Web site at cpstv.columbia.k12.mo.us

As has been the case since at 
least 2003, Columbia Public 
Schools’ students outscored 

their state, national and global peers 
on the Advanced Placement (AP) and 
ACT exams taken 2011.

Eighty-five percent of  CPS 
students met the score on the AP test, 
the exam required by many colleges 
and universities to earn college credit.

Columbia Public School District students outpaced their state and global test-taking 
peers in the topics of  English Language & Composition, Psychology, US History, Cal-
culus AB, World History, English Literature & Composition, Statistics and Biology.

Scored one to five, district students outscored their state peers on the tests by at least 
one-half  point in six of  the eight categories. Biology marks the high-water mark, as 
CPS students’ composite score of  3.83 is more than a full point higher than the state 

average, 2.81. 
In addition to higher scores, 

the numbers of  Columbia Public 
School District students taking the 
AP exam is also rising. In 2011, 731 
students took AP exams, up from 
2010’s 704.

“Students are encouraged to 
challenge themselves with rigorous 
coursework and take advantage 
of  the opportunity to earn college 

credit,” said superintendent Chris Belcher of  the AP exams.
Students taking AP exams have the opportunity to earn college credit or advanced 

standing at most of  the nation's colleges and universities. 
ACT scores for the district follow in the same path, as students are scoring better 

than both the state and national averages.
The Columbia Public School District’s students’ composite scores have been at least 

a point higher than the state and two points higher than the national average each year 
dating back to 2003.

The district’s composite score for the ACT is 23.8 in 2011, up from 23.3 last year. 
More students are taking the ACT as well. 883 took the test in 2011, up from 788 in 
2010. Additionally, 73.7 percent of  
district students took the test, up 
from 70.7 in 2010.

The ACT is America's most 
widely accepted college entrance 
exam, with scores ranging from 
1 to 36. It assesses high school 
students' general educational 
development and their preparation 
to complete college-level work. The 
multiple-choice tests cover four 
skill areas: English, mathematics, reading, and science.

Columbia StudentS outSCore State, 
national PeerS on aP and aCt examS

After high school 
I plan on going to 
college and doing 
something in science 
or math.

- Methma  
  Udwatta

I plan to probably go 
to college out of state 
somewhere and do 
some sort of math 
or computer-based 
major.

- Nicholas
  Sun

I plan to go to 
college and either 
study medicine or 
business.

- Christina
   Wang

Pete and donna buchert



blues Continue in the Classroom

or the fifth consecutive year, 
T.J. Wheeler worked with the 
Columbia Public School Dis-
trict on the history and craft of 
the blues. His week-long stays 
at both West Boulevard and 

Grant elementary schools are in con-
junction with the Roots ’N Blues ’N BBQ 
Festival held in Columbia in September.

For Wheeler, teaching the blues on the 
road began over 20 years ago with a 
grant from Ben and Jerry’s ice cream. 
“The blues are a window into all of our 
histories,” he said during a performance 
from the stage of the festival, surrounded 
by Columbia Public School District stu-
dents. “I was lucky to study with the early 
blues masters and they told me to keep 
spreading the word. The best way I know 
to do that is in the schools.” 

The project began as a part of the origi-
nal Roots ’N Blues ’N BBQ Festival when 
Boone County National Bank, Grant’s 
Partner In Education, in conjunction with 
the Missouri Blues Association, contact-
ed Grant’s principal to ask if the school 
would like to have a week-long residency 
from a blues musician. 

Wheeler’s work with CPS students 
continues through a grant from the Mis-
souri Arts Council and an award from 
the National Endowment for the Arts. 
The MAC grant was a matching grant 
and the matching portion was provided 
by Columbia Public Schools, Thumper 
Entertainment and Shelley Renkemeyer 
of Jefferson City, a member of Missouri 
Blues Association. The Columbia Daily 
Tribune, Fletcher Honda, Providence 
Urgent Care, Sherwin Williams and 
Robinson Orthodontics are all sponsors 
associated with Thumper Entertainment. 
In addition, Gibson Guitars donated 20 
Epiphone guitars to the school district at 
the festival, hoping to lend a hand in al-
lowing the blues to be taught in Columbia 
Public Schools for years to come.

aCt SCale SCore averageS, ClaSS 
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from left to right: Chistina Wang, 
nicholas Sun, methma udwatta

daniel hwang

I know how important it is to get a good education, to go 
to a university. I'm not sure where I am going to go. I am 
interested in a science field, maybe engineering or medicine.

- daniel hwang

the 2011 hall of leaderS honoreeS

outStanding alumni
•  Eliot Battle, Jr.
•  Bob Black
•  Beverly Crabtree, PhD
•  Kevin Crane
•  Scott Murphy

outStanding retired 
eduCatorS
•  Bob Bohon
•  Charles “Skip” Deming
•  Chris Mallory
•  Jeff Wallace

outStanding volunteerS
•  Pete and Donna Buchert
•  Karla DeSpain
•  Pat Sanders



Benton Elementary School has shifted to a STEM school, a 
building that focuses on Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Math as its curriculum. This is a change that principal 

Troy Hogg sees is already paying off  for his students.
“We see the students starting to look at things differently and 

see what is really going on,” he said of  his roughly 270 students, 
up from last school year’s enrollment of  210. “We focus on highly 
effective questioning, having them explore more - not just giving 
them the information, but having them come up with the informa-
tion on their own.”

The school is using technology like iPads and a mobile laptop 
lab to help its students in the STEM curriculum. Those students 
are coming to Benton from more than just the surrounding area, as 
Benton is now a “lottery school,” Hogg explained. “We serve our 
area kids first, but the area has fewer families than in years past, so 

that opened us up for the lottery system.” 
Benton has a population of  about 70 percent minority and 90 per-

cent poverty, the highest in the district. Hogg and Peter Stiepleman, the 
district’s Assistant Superintendent for Elementary Education, have been 
working to get minorities and females into the STEM fields. To that 
end, Hogg and the faculty at Benton have welcomed in professionals in 
the STEM area of  the workforce to show the students how STEM can 
take them into a career.

“We had a STEM showcase with 17 presenters from STEM profes-
sions. We had a pharmacist, a veterinarian, biochemists, doctors and 
the robotics team from the Career Center. The idea was to show the 
kids that you can be whatever you want to be. The robotics team was so 
excited about how excited our kids were that they want to start a Lego 
robotics team here. One kid raised their hand and said ‘I want to be a 
pharmacist.’ That is great. Before the kids would say ‘I want to work at 
this store or that store,’ and nothing against those professions, but we 
want to build the kids’ horizons so they can see all of  the options.”

Stem SChool to Widen 
Student horizonS

he Columbia Public School District is seeing some 
very obvious growth, as evidenced by a fourth high 
school, among other things. One facet of the district 
also undergoing extensive growth is the Early Child-
hood Special Education department.

“We have had a dramatic increase in enrollment,” said Amy 
Wilson, coordinator of Early Childhood Special Education. “As 
the Columbia Public School District has an increase in its en-
rollment, we have also had an increase in our program. Last 
year we had 215 kids on Dec. 1 and we ended with 260. I’m 
not sure there is a definite reason why, other than the overall 
growth.”

This program is one of three early childhood programs 
in the district, along with Parents As Teachers and Title I 
Preschool. First Steps, a state program which handles special 
needs children from ages birth to three, continues to experi-
ence growth as well. The Early Childhood Special Education 
department serves children from ages three to five.

“Because of our growth, we have opened a new building, so 
we now have two buildings,” Wilson said, “one on Waco Road 
and the other on Rain Forest Parkway, the Discovery Center.” 
There are six classrooms at the Waco location, five at the 
Discovery Center. “The new building was needed due to the 
increased student numbers and the expansion of our hearing 
impaired program. Three classrooms at the Discovery Center 
are for hearing impaired.”

Each classroom in the department also includes two or 
three non-special needs students. “They are community 
children who serve as peer models for our special needs 
children,” Wilson said. “They pay a nominal tuition for a high-
quality preschool experience.”

The program also goes into the community, serving children 
located at day cares and at their homes. “That is about one-
half of what we do, we serve some kids at day cares, some 
kids at their homes, We serve wherever they are.”

“We have seen families transfer or move into the district 
due to the high quality of our program and the other services 
available in our district,” Wilson said. 

enrollment inCreaSeS for 
early Childhood eduCation The Secondary Enrollment Boundary Committee presented an 

update on its progress to the Board of  Education at a meeting in 
September. The committee is charged with turning the Columbia 

Public School District’s three middle and three junior high schools into a 
single, intermediate level made up of  six schools, and also incorporating 
Battle High School into the district. The process began in January of  2011.

Among the updates shared by Don Ludwig, a co-chair of  the com-
mittee, were the need to break up some of  the elementary to secondary 
feeder connections and the difficulty of  balancing the district’s free and 
reduced-priced lunch population among the six intermediate and three 
high schools.

One of  the guiding principles of  the committee is the desire to balance 
demographics “to the extent that transportation distances are reasonable.” 
In the committee’s work, Ludwig and the other members have found 
that to be very difficult to do without “gerrymandered attendance areas” 
to balance the free and reduced-priced lunch population of  the district. 
This research means that the north/northeast portion of  the district will 
probably result in a higher free and reduced-priced lunch percentage of  
students, simply due to the makeup of  the city’s population. 

Another outcome of  the committee’s work is the idea that keeping 
together most of  the elementary “cohorts” as they transition into the new 
intermediate boundaries will not result in a balanced enrollment “without 
unusual travel patterns. That means that many elementary school fifth 
grade cohorts, as rising 2013 sixth graders, will be split into several inter-
mediate school attendance areas depending on geographical location.”

The committee will also likely suggest higher enrollments in West Ju-
nior, Jefferson Junior and Hickman High School due to their location near 
or within “populated walking centers.” This would be in order to keep 
from busing students away from their “neighborhood walking school.”

The committee will take its scenarios to the public in November, as 
forums will be held at the two current high schools as well as the three 
junior highs and three middle schools. The Board of  Education will hear 
an update from the committee in December with a formal recommenda-
tion in February. View Boundary Scenarios at: 
www.columbia.k12.mo.us/scenarios 

enrollment boundary 
uPdateS

building
Smithton Middle
Lange Middle
Gentry Middle

date
November 15, 2011
November 16, 2011
November 17, 2011

time
7:00pm to 9:00pm
7:00pm to 9:00pm
7:00pm to 9:00pm

PubliC forum SChedule
Five forums were held earlier in November. The following three remain.
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This fall will see another of  the 2010 voter-approved bond 
projects move ahead, as bids for the district’s air condition-
ing plans will be released, the next step in an already year-

long process.
“It has taken a year to have engineers draw up the plans on how 

to do this,” said Chris Belcher, Columbia Public Schools’ superin-
tendent. “The buildings we are doing are so old and complicated, 
we have to be accurate on the request  for bids so we get the best 
ones.”

The bids might be “interesting,” Belcher said, as the differ-
ent buildings have very different systems, which could result in 
proposals covering all the buildings or just individual schools. 
November’s Board of  Education meeting is the deadline for the 
district to receive the bids and it hopes to have a plan of  attack in 
place by January. 

The project will start in the summer of  2012 with two or three 
schools, depending on project bids. The onset of  the $14-mil-

bond uPdate: 
air Conditioning 

lion project will not be 
done with bond funds, 
but rather will begin with 
approximately $1 million in 
district money.

“We have such strong 
reserve balances, and we 
can only sell our bond 
issues at certain time periods, not all at once, so we will use district 
funds to start the projects this summer and we will do other projects 
with that $1 million of  bond money.” 

The district is looking at two or three schools to complete next 
summer, but that number could change, depending on the next sale 
of  district bonds. 

“Our last bond issue was $48 million and we received a premium 
of  $4.5 million,” Belcher said. “If  we get another big sale like that, 
we might be able to do more.”

We will use district 
funds to start the 
projects this summer
and we will do other
projects with that 
$1 million of bond
money.

- Dr. Chris  
  Belcher


